JAN-19-2005 07:40 PM CHRISTOPHER J RUDY 



810 982 5336 



P - 02 



Sierakowski et al., 10/743937 Amdt., p. 2 

CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 
l (currently amended) . A liner for a bed of a vehicle, which 
comprises a member having a substantially flat portion With an 
ojj& ar, boun ty * hat d«fi™>« sides and with ribs that 

in a first part are arranged In a central area in an array 

extending along a fr o nt t o gear an axis, and 
in a second part have - at least o ne array ■■■ tvo arrays with 
frhft ribs extending obliquely with respect to the array 
of the first part »nd the axis, one of these two 
ohliauelv extending arrays on each side of the central 
area, with at least some of th e ribs of the two obliquely 
wvfcandinti arrays extendin g substantially to " Port i on gf 
the outer boundary that is d if ferent from that to which 
rtba of the array of the first Part gXtenfl . 

2 (currently amended) . The liner of claim 1, wherein £fcs. 
substantially fi^. portio n is a bottom for the liner i n which; 
the array of ribs in the first part is in a ocntral area, 
-t aken goes from -one- a front side of -or the. liner 
bottom to an opposing s ec ond- rear side of the liner 

bottom,' and, - bottom. a» h«tantla.nv to each respective 
boundary ; and 

as £o the second part, there are £fca two arrays with the 

obliquely extending libs, ana e n euoh aide. of EiM 

form a mirror imag e of one another with respect to the 
arra y of the ribs in the f irst part in the central area 
and a ma-ioritv of the ribs in the arrays of the second 
part extend to side sides of the liner bottom. 
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3. The liner of claim 2, wherein the substantially flat 
p fl r<-.toTi f »i-4-h»r comprises at leant one ofi 

» f^nt w ^ i q£ Udbe that Is attache . * ,, to the li ner 

bottom, and 

inside surface; 

wherein; 

t h*. away ef ribs In the firs t part extends to the boundary 
» r » side adjacent the lin e r bottom gg that these ribs 
fehfi at least "™ of the front wall and the tajlqate 
inside surface l ine u p wi th the array of ribs in the 

tlzal aarJs <> f * nft llner bottomj and 

the two arrays of the second part of the at leagt ope of the 
frnnf. wall *nd the tail gate Inside surface form a mirror image of 
one another with respect to the array of the ribs in the first 
part in the central area of the at least one of the front wall 
and the ts iloate inside surface. 

4 (currently amended) . The liner of claim l, wherein s£ 
T,easj£ some of the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed in_a 
plurality of banks, each bank havin g a plurality of riba such 
that in cross section eanh such bank of the obliquely 

extending ribs includes -at lcoot one - £a£ffi outer ribs, each outer 
rib of the bank having an outer portion lib m enbei part that 
spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms , and each outer 

rib of the hank havi n rr an inner portion that gPflng Substantially 
n prioht from the troug h p a rt of th* liner int" t-P« grest member 
of the oute r rib that .it in part forfflP. such that thus the 
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nhUnualv canning o uter rib portions Qf the tWQ guttX xAhW B£fi 
an opposing SHtalflea of the bank. 
5-6 (canceled) . 

7 (currently amended) . Iba The lii ' i l ul uilai i a fi; wh u in 
^r,er of slain 4. wherein the two aueh o bli q u e ly opanning r i b - 

memto e parts outer ribs of the bank have at least one 
liitcuv nlng j ntervenlna rib between ■ fclm o pp o sing obli q uel y 
spamrtng r lbo ■ them, the at least one intervening rib having 
opposing rib portions that span su bstantially upright from the 
trough part of the l iner into the crest member ther e o f- 

8 (currently amended). The liner of claim 2, wherein at 
least some of the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed in_a 
miiralitv of banks, eacfr bank having a Plurality Of rites such 
that in cross section -a- p.anh such bank of the ob li que l y 
extending ribs includes at least on e ■ two outer ribs, each outer 
rib of the bank having an , puter portion lib menbei? part that 
spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of -a- the outer rib that it in part forms, and each outer 
rib of the bank h a ving an inner portion that spans substantially 
u pright from thfr trough part of the liner into the crest member 
of the outer rib th at it in nart forma, such that thus the 
obliquely spanning outer rib Portions Pi? the tWft QWter r j bs are 
on opposing out s ^des o f the bank. 

9-10 (canceled) . 

11 (currently amended) . The liner of claim 10 , 8_i. wherein 
the two such o bllqu&ly spannin g Lib mambei p a g tee outer rjbs of 
the bank have at least one intervening rib between the eppoaing 
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obliquely s panning rltaa - them, the at least one Intervening rib 
having opposing rib portions that scan. substantially UPrlflto frm 
tha trough th* liner into the creafc timtnhflr thereof . 

12 (currently amended). The liner of claim 3, wherein at 
l PaK h some of the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed in_a 
plurality of banks r aaoh bo nk having a Plurality of ribs such 
that in cross section each such bank of the Qb^^quely 
extending ribs includes at least one - two outer ribs, each Q , Ufcer , 
r-ih of the bank having an outer portion rib mombor part - that 
spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms, and each outer 
rib of the hank having an Inner po rtion that spans substantially 
nprlcrht from the trough par t of the liner into the crest Webber 
of the outer rib th at it in part forms, such that thus the 
ohliouelv canning outer rib portions of the fegg. PUter ribs are 
on opposing outsldes of the bank . 
13-14 (canceled) . 

15. The liner of claim 14, - 12_u wherein the two r-su a h 
obliquely spanning fib mamb v pai - ts puter ri^S of the bank have 
at least one intervening rib between the op p o sing obliquoly - 
jpannin g yiba them, the at leas t one intervening rib haying 
op posing rib portio n s that span substantially Upright from the 
trough part of the liner into the cres t member thereof. 

16 (canceled) . 

17 (currently amended) . A liner for a bed of a vehicle, 
which comprises a member having a substantially flat portion with 
ribs that are arrayed in a plurality of banks, each bank having a 
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plurality of rlba such that in cross section each fimcfr bank 
of the ribs includes « * k least o n e* frwg outer rAftfti ?ftfftl Ptttgr 

rih of the bank having an outer portion 1 ' ib meftbft» parte that 

spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms, and eartl PUtSE 

rib of th e ba nk h a ving an inner portion that spans substantially 
imrioht from the trough par t of the liner into the crest member 
of the outer rib th a t it i n part f OCTIS , SUC h that thM. .. ttlft 
obliquely spanning outer ri b p or tions of the tWQ Q liteg rlfrg are 
on op posin g outs ides of thte bank. 
18-19 (canceled) . 

20 (currently amended) . The liner of claim -19, wherein 
the two - auoh — obliquely spanning rib vt teutoe* pai ' fca outer ribs 
of the bank have at least one intervening rib between 'the 

opposing e hliqucl y a p a i wifig riba ■ them, the at. least one 
int ervening rib having opp osing rib portions that span 
substantially upright fro m the trough part of the ljner into the 
crest member thereof . 

21 (new) . A liner for a bed of a vehicle, which comprises a 
plastic vehicle bed liner with a member having a substantially 
flat portion with an outer boundary that defines sides and with 
ribs that consist essentially of three arrays per substantially 
flat portion, which arrays: 

in a first part are arranged in a central area in an array 

extending along an axis, and 
in a second part are arranged in two opposing arrays, each 

with the ribs extending obliquely with respect to the 
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array of the first part and the axis r one of these two 
obliquely extending arrays on each side of the central 
area, with the ribs of the two obliquely extending arrays 
extending substantially to the outer boundary. 

22 (new). The liner of claim 21, wherein the substantially 
flat portion is a bottom for the liner in which: 

the array of ribs in the first part goes from a front side of 
the liner bottom to an opposing rear side of the liner 
bottom, substantially to each respective boundary; and 

as to the second part, the two arrays with the obliquely 
extending ribs form a mirror image of one another with 
respect to the array of the ribs in the first part in 
the central area. 

23 (new). The liner of claim 22, wherein the substantially 
flat portion further comprises at least one of: 

a front wall of the liner that is attached to the liner 

bottom, and 
a tailgate inside surface; 

wherein: 

the array of ribs in the first part extends to the boundary 
on a side adjacent the liner bottom so that these ribs 
of the at least one of the front wall and the tailgate 
inside surface line up with the array of ribs in the 
first part of the liner bottom; and 
the two arrays of the second part of the at least one of the 
front wall and the tailgate inside surface form a mirror image of 
one another with respect to the array of the ribs in the first 
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part in the central area of the at least one of the front wall 
and the tailgate inside surface. 

24 (new) . The liner of claim 21, wherein at least some of 
the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed In a plurality of bankB, 
each such bank having a plurality of ribs such that in cross 
section the bank of the obliquely extending ribs includes two 
outer ribs, each outer rib of the bank having an outer portion 
that spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms, and each outer rib 
of the bank having an inner portion that spans substantially 
upright from the trough part of the liner into the crest member 
of the outer rib that It in part forms, such that thus the 
obliquely spanning outer rib portions of the two outer ribs are 
on opposing outsides of the bank. 

25 (new). The liner of claim 24, wherein the two outer ribs 
of the bank have at least one intervening rib between them, the 
at least one intervening rib having opposing rib portions that 
span substantially upright from the trough part of the liner into 
the crest member thereof. 

26 (new). The liner of claim 22, wherein at least some of 
the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed in a plurality of banks, 
each such bank having a plurality of ribs such that in cross 
section the bank of the obliquely extending ribs includes two 
outer ribs, each outer rib of the bank having an outer portion 
that spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms, and each outer rib 
of the bank having an inner portion that spans substantially 
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upright from the trough part of the liner into the crest member 
of the outer rib that it in part forms, such that thus the 
obliquely spanning outer rib portions of the two outer ribs are 
on opposing outsides of the bank. 

27 (new) . The liner of claim 26, wherein the two outer ribs 
of the bank have at least one intervening rib between them, the 
at least one intervening rib having opposing rib portions that 
span substantially upright from the" trough part of the liner into 
the crest member thereof. 

28 (new). The liner of claim 23, wherein at least some of 
the obliquely extending ribs are arrayed in a plurality of banks, 
each such bank having a plurality of ribs such that in cross 
section the bank of the obliquely extending ribs includes two 
outer ribs, each outer rib of the bank having an outer portion 
that spans obliquely from a trough part of the liner into a crest 
member of the outer rib that it in part forms, and each outer rib 
of the bank having an inner portion that spans substantially 
upright from the trough part of the liner into the crest member 
of the outer rib that it in part forms, such that thus the 
obliquely spanning outer rib portions of the two outer ribs are 
on opposing outsides of the bank. 

29 (new). The liner of claim 28, wherein the two outer ribs 
of the bank have at least one intervening rib between them, the 
at least one intervening rib having opposing rib portions that 
span substantially upright from the trough part of the liner into 
the crest member thereof. 
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